
Kira and Minnow had another fun winter with us aboard 

our boat, Legacy, in Pacific Mexico.  In addition to cruis-

ing this winter by boat, we also took a couple of land trips 

with the dogs into the interior of Mexico. 

In October we drove our van from Sonora (6 hours south 

of Tucson) to Chihuahua. After hundred degree heat on 

the coast we all enjoyed the cooler mountain climate.  

Since Tarahumara people still live in cave dwellings, 

stone huts and small houses nearby, we frequently saw 

them walking though the camping area.  One small boy 

was captivated by Kira and Minnow and stopped by fre-

quently to play with them.  We showed him how to cue 

Kira to do her tricks and they both had great fun. 

Back on the boat, we headed south to our favor-

ite anchorage of Tenacatita. We spent about 10 

weeks there this winter, in what Kira and Min-

now tell us is doggie heaven.  Each morning, 

Chris took them ashore in the dinghy for a potty 

stop. In the afternoon, Heather and the dogs 

swam ashore while Chris brought the dinghy in. 

The dogs had a good romp on the beach, chasing 

their tennis ball in 

the surf, then relaxed in the shade. On the way back to 

the boat, Chris swam with the grrlz and Heather drove 

the dinghy.  After a quick rinse with fresh water, Kira 

and Minnow would have their dinner and a snooze to 

rest up for another day in Paradise. 

We spent the month of March in Puerto Vallarta, and 

made a land trip to Guadalajara.  While most cruisers 

travel to the interior by bus, we've found it necessary to 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Spring has sprung, the weather is 

great, we’re ready to spend more 

time outdoors and the dogs are all 

looking for jobs!  Your dog’s job call-

ing might be a performance sport 

like agility, obedience or water work, 

a more altruistic activity like therapy 

work, a role as live-in crew member 

on your sailing boat, or the most 

common career as personal exercise 

and entertainment committee for your 

family.  Regardless of how you provide an 

outlet for your dog’s energy and intelli-

gence one thing is sure, this working breed 

likes to have a balanced dose of mental 

and physical activity to keep them happy. 

 With this in mind, Sarah Kahn’s Bean (see 

page 6 for details ) must be one very happy 

dog!  Congratulations are in order to this 

talented partnership for being the 

first team from the Pacific North-

west to earn a Platinum Register of 

Merit award from the PWDCA. 

 Snap on your leashes, grab some 

treats and give that working dog of 

yours something to do!  I’ll see you 

all out there…. 

President’s Message—Suzanne Malick 

Agility Play Day—June 17—Silverton OR hosted by Jan Curry and Karen Roach 

We are planning a fun-filled day for the whole family Saturday, June 17 at Sundown Ranch in Silverton, Oregon. There will be agility 

equipment and courses for all levels with prizes for the good, the bad and..... the ugly :). You don't have to have any know-how or experi-

ence, just the willingness to give it a try. We will have a mini dogwalk and an A-frame as well as a teeter set at a low height. There will be 

ample opportunity to familiarize your dogs with all the equipment on fence enclosed acreage. 

We thought we would get started about 10 AM and go until we can go no more. We are about an hour SSE of Portland and folks are 

welcome to come with their tents, RV's and trailers and stay over Friday and/or Saturday night. If you let us know, we could put up a 

few in the farmhouse as well. See map for directions. Call 503.873.8594 if lost. 

Please bring some munchies for many and drinks of your choice, dog kennel(s), and rain gear, given the slight chance of northwest rain. 

Hot dogs and hamburgers are on the menu. 

Hope to see you here.  
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rent cars if the grrlz are to travel with us. We 

stayed in a very dog-friendly bed and break-

fast. The grrlz had a good time collecting pats 

as we wandered the shopping areas and the 

central square. Locals were fascinated with the 

dogs and, because of their curly coats, fre-

quently called them borrego, borrego, which 

means sheep or lamb. We found that the dogs 

were even welcome in some restaurants in the 

area. Kira and Minnow are very good at lying 

quietly under the table while we eat, at least 

until they get bored. At one restaurant in particular, the owners who have six dogs 

themselves fussed over the grrlz and brought them a big mixing bowl of water from 

the kitchen. 

This season we found that there are at least four boats cruising in Mexico with 

PWDs, with a total of six dogs.  In addition to Kira and Minnow, we met Rocky and 

Skipper, Schooner ,and Britta. 

 Wherever we go, Kira and Minnow make new friends. PWDs make great boat dogs 

and are wonderful ice-breakers wherever we travel. You can find more pictures and 

stories about our travels on our website:  www.legacysailing.com. 

We did not get as many people as the year before, but everyone enjoyed the personal 

attention. There were 9 people and instructor Judy Seibert. We all had tables and 

our grooming gear. Judy showed us how to cut one area and then we went back to 

our dogs and practiced. We had an assortment of different dogs-- old 

ones and young ones, curly and wavy, and the elder was Bosun. 

Judy brought her latest pup (Dalia) for our model. She talked about 

all the grooming necessities: tables, dryers, shears, combs and 

brushes. She taught us which clippers and blades are needed for out 

PWD coats. She was a teacher in the Yakima schools, so she was kid-

ding the people who were talking and not listening. We had some 

snacks and the dogs played outside together. 

Everyone enjoyed the class and picked up some good grooming tips 

from Judy. Since I forgot my camera, one of the "students" had a cam-

era and E-mailed some pictures.  

Continued from page 1—Further Mexican Adventures with Kira and Minnow  

Grooming Seminar April 22nd—Suzie Aarts 
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Judy Siebert demonstrates the use of 

clippers at the April grooming semi-

nar. 

Theresa Zorad and 

Susie Aarts at the April 

grooming seminar 

Alex Scott and her 

finished product. 



PNWPWDC Supported Entry in Enumclaw, WA – August 19, 

2006 

Mark your calendars now and be sure to attend our supported entry at the 

Olympic Kennel Club shows and trials on the weekend of August 19th and 

20th. We are supporting PWD’s (on Saturday, August 19th) in conformation, agil-

ity and obedience with beautiful wrought iron trophies this year. There will be 

hospitality and refreshments provided and we’ve ordered up the usual bright 

sunny weather for a Pacific NW weekend in August! For those of you wishing to 

enter your dogs, the superintendent for conformation and obedience (both 

regular classes and rally) is Onofrio (www.onofrio.com) and the agility secretary 

is Betty Winthers at bmwpb@msn.com or 425-743-2387. 

If you want don’t plan on entering, we welcome you to come and watch – and 

visit with other PWD owners and club members. Or perhaps one of the follow-

ing activities the Olympic Kennel Club weekend offers will interest you: 

Friday, August 18, approximately 5:00pm- Sanctioned B Match hosted by 

Olympic Kennel Club, Contact: Kelly Priestley, Match Chairman, 253-835-5882 

or fairhaveness@comcast.net 

Friday, Approximately 2:00pm - Limited Entry All-Breed Obedience Trial 

hosted by Cascade Dachshund Club, Show Secretary: BaRay Event Services, Inc, 

360-683-1507 

Saturday, August 19, After BIS - Puppy Match hosted by Professional Handlers 

Association (PHA) - tentative 

Saturday, 12:00 Noon-7:00pm and Sunday, 10:00am-4:00pm - Eye Clinic-

Certification by Dr. Paul Sherlie hosted by Puget Sound Norwegian Elkhound 

Association - $20 per dog 

Saturday and Sunday - International Canine Seman Bank (ICSB), Canine Se-

men Collection, Evaluation & Freezing and DNA, for information or appoint-

ment: Phone/Fax: 503-663-7031 or ik9sb@aol.com 

For more information, please contact 

Angela Harding at 425-883-7437 or raincitypwd@comcast.net 

Or Jessie Peterson at 503-985-0237 or Rose_Wood_Stables@yahoo.com 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Supported Entry—Angela Harding/Jessie Peterson 
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Tall Tales saw your dog helping you in the garden. OK, so he was digging up flowers as fast as 

you were planting them.... but that's the fun of it, right? 

Interested in organic or non-toxic lawn care? Try these sites: 

www.saferbrand.com/lawncare/lawncareproducts.htm 

www.purebarnyard.com/cockadoodledoo/default.asp 

Lawn-care tip from member Val Tangen: 

“I spent a not-so-small fortune, and a lot of back aching labor, putting in a lawn one year. 

Grass came in all nice and green in sections I’d fenced off from the dogs while it grew, but I 

started seeing nasty, ugly brown spots in the lawn that I had been so proud of. It was where 

the dogs had urinated. I spent another small fortune ordering a product called Gee Whiz, 

spending more on the shipping than the stuff cost.  But, I gave it to my dogs every night, and 

my lawn stayed green. Then I heard that putting Tomato Juice on a dog’s food alters the pH of 

the dog’s urine so that it won't burn the lawn. I thought, what the heck, at least it would be a 

lot cheaper than the commercial product, and definitely wouldn't hurt the dogs! So I tried it. I 

put a couple of tablespoons of tomato juice on their dinner every night, and was amazed, and 

grateful, to find it worked every bit as well as Gee Whiz. The only brown spots in my lawn last 

year appeared after other dogs used our yard. Just thought that others might benefit from this 

helpful, and inexpensive, hint.” 

Seattle TV reported that Greenies dog treats had caused intestinal obstruction in a number of 

dogs. For some, they’re not as digestible as the packaging claims. 

With the advent of dry weather so early in our area, slugs are not the problem they usually are 

in the spring. You use harmless bait of course, but watch out, your neighbors may not. 

In case your dog does his own fishing: remember, Pacific Northwest trout and salmon carry a 

deadly fluke which can kill your dog. All other raw fish is fine. Cook the salmon! 

From the Raney family in Bellingham... 

"Tarka will be 11 this May but still plays like a puppy. Willow keeps him young. He waits until 

she starts running, as if they were two kids in a foot race -- glancing back and forth to see who 

is faster. That doesn't last long and then her youth takes her speeding past. 

Willow's favorite activity is chasing rabbits. She sniffs their tracks: then one is startled from 

the safety of the briars and goes sailing off. She follows, whining and moaning in excitement. 

The rabbit soon disappears and Willow is left sniffing around, tail high with the thrill of it until 

another is coaxed from safety to make a flying dash for the next briars. She has never caught 

one. I'd swear that if the rabbit slows, so does Willow, to keep the rabbit at convenient chasing 

distance. But it's a grand game and she loves it! 

They seem to enjoy the boat, and love being out with us. Willow is quite put out though, that 

there really isn't room for her in the pilot berth at night, so she sleeps as close as possible on 

the settee berth just below. Tarka's fine as long as Jon is in his sight and so will sleep any-

where. " 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Time to train! 

Water Camp, 

close to home 

June 17 - 18 

at Buffalo 

Lake Resort, 

near 

Edmonton, 

Alberta 

Canada. 

Instructor is 

our own 

member 

Sarah Kahn.  

FYI: 
hmhoggan@cbc.ab.ca 

or 

www.apwdc.com. 

Tunnel! 

PWD pup enjoying a bit 

of Springtime 



For a whale of a good time, gentle approach to instruction, and learning water skills, consider Pennsylvania in August, 

to "Splash Camp". Deborah Lee Miller Riley, who has presented water workshops for our Club here in the past, runs the 

camp. www.Caninewatersports.com  for a splashing good time! 

What's a Master Snooker? Some really cool title they give out in Canada. This is a promo to encourage all you agility 

folks who have run out of titles to win on this side of the border--there's a lot of Snooker fun just north of here! Contact 

the CKC for more information. 

For members who frequent Hawai'i, or just cheat and buy macadamia nuts in the supermarket: Ingestion of macadamia 

nuts by dogs has been associated with a nonfatal syndrome characterized by vomiting, ataxia, weakness, hyperthermia, 

and depression. Fortunately most symptomatic dogs recover without any specific treatment. 

Member Katrina Jackson is helping "Fisher"! (CH. Belcarra's Pescador, CD WWD SROM CGC) celebrate his 15th birth-

day! Fisher's been a Northwest institution in the water, obedience and conformation rings, topping it off with winning 

Best Veteran at the 2004 National Specialty. 

We have many "oldies but goodies" warming the feet  and surfing 

the counters of our membership. NWTails wants to be sure and 

help blow out the candles---so send in your birthday wishes for 

your senior doggies! 

Ryan and Cindy Thorson 

Katie (Ch Del Sur’s Cas-
cade Courier) finished her 
championship—owner 
Cindy Thorson 

Indy (CH Stargazer Indy 
on Starboard) finished his 
championship—bred by 
Sandy Overton. 

“Chiqui” (Int/Am/Can CH 
Benhils Stillwater Chiquita 
CD) completed her Rally 
Novice (RN) - owned by 
Angela Harding 

New TD PWD—April 30, 
2006  Bean (Can. HIT (x2) 
National Specialty Agility 
HIT, U-CD, Ch.  
Fairwind's Ponto Branco 
Café, UD, AX, MXJ, 
CWDX, Versality, AOM, 
Can CDX,  
Can AgI, TD) became an-
other PWD Tracking Dog. 

Decker (Am/Can/Int'l CH 

Stargazer's Hit the Deck 

WWD) earned his Rally 

Novice title  and his Rally 

Advanced title —Suzanne 

Malick owner. 

Trooper (Helm's Alee 

Weigh Anchor) earned his 

Novice Rally title—owner 

Linda Erickson. 

Nami (Cabriola's 

Tsunami Warn-

ing, OA 

AXJ) .finished 

his AXJ—owner 

Patti Schaefer. 

Opus (Ch Del 
Sur’s Illustrado) 
finished his 
championship - 
owners Lacy 

Bean now joins the ranks 
of ROM Platinum dogs. 
Congrats to Sarah Kahn 
and Bean. 

Fiesta Cluster/Arizona 
Supported Entry Results: 

SUNDAY— Judge Dr. 
Roger S Pritchard: 

 BOS: CH Armada Lady 
Igraine Helm's Alee, 
Owned by J'Nevelyn Mar-
tin and Joanne Forsythe 

MONDAY - Judge Mrs. 
Christina Hubbell Robin-
son 

BOS: CH Driftwoods Ve-
nus At Fishbay, Owned by 
Linda Adams. 

Great turnout at the Brem-
erton shows, look for re-
port in next issue. 

Tall Tales—continued from page 5 

New Titles and Wins Surf for a 

ride-share to 

the "Play-

Day" 

By posting a 

message to 

members-

pwdnw@pwd

nw.com 
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How about our holding an AKC Canine Good Citizen test as a Club function? Anyone inter-

ested? We have many proud dogs and owners among our membership who have earned the 

certificate, but there's always room for more. It's not hard. Most PWDs can do it, and it's help-

ful when doing  therapy or school visits.  You can read all about it on www.akc.org. 

Member Laurie Hardman's business includes testing for the CGC, but is primarily  training 

people and dogs for therapy work. I asked her to tell us more about what she does. 

“I can't encourage people strongly enough to consider this job for their PWDs. 

They're NEVER too young to start training for it .I've evaluated teams where the 

canine partner was 10 years old and just beginning it's therapy career. PWDs need 

their very active, intelligent minds occupied. There is nothing more fascinating than 

working with your dog to find ways to reach people in different scenarios. 

One of my dogs is involved in: "Operation Opie", a bite prevention program offered 

to thousands of children annually (www.gogreatdog.com ).  We visit profoundly re-

tarded/medically fragile/non-verbal residents; work with be-

havioral disorder/learning delayed high school boys, where I 

train the students to train a teacher's dog each year;  we visit 

local elementary schools' disabled students; inmates at the Spe-

cial Offender Unit at Monroe Reformatory; residents of an out-

patient psychiatric living facility; and that's not everything.  

Believe me, my dogs sleep very well at night. 

Last year brought some of the most profound animal-assisted 

interactions I've experienced in more than 15 years of therapy 

work. Last year, a very special 9 year old girl with leukemia was 

in the Learning Center. Her skills lagged way behind due to 

missing so much school (5 years of chemo treatment will do 

that to you). Little girl and dog fell in love.  Even after chemo 

treatments, she would be at school the next day for Pick-

les. Both are two of the stars in the Jane Goodall Animal Planet 

Special "When Animals Talk". 

I've been fascinated watching one of my dogs learn how to elicit responses from the 

residents at a rehab center.  Most are non-ambulatory, non-verbal, have 

neck/arm/hand bracing, etc… all are profoundly retarded. Working with the recrea-

tion specialist there, we are developing methods of reaching the residents. My PWD 

figured out to nudge, and lick an ear to get a response. 

In other words, like the broken record I am, therapy work is addictive stuff, and not 

just to the people. It's a good Dog's job, to be sure, and Dog is part of a PWD’s 

name!” 

Laurie Hardman 

Tail Wind 

Editorial—Joanne Forsythe 
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Here are some websites to learn more 

about "animal-assisted therapy": 

http://www.grandtimes.com/

Therapy_Dogs.html 

 

www.therapydogs.com 

 

www.therapyanimals.org 

 

http://www.akc.org/events/cgc/index. 

Pups can help with 

the laundry. Chan-

nel that energy into 

a job! 

PWD pup with lofty 

goals! 



Email: 

nwtails@pwdnw.com 

All material copyright 2006. Reprint by permission only, with attribution to Northwest Tails. Opin-

ions expressed are those of the authors. Photos, letters, articles are welcome: inclusion is at the 

discretion of the Editor. Content contributions may be mailed to the address listed on this page. 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
PORTUGUESE WATER DOG 

CLUB 

Water Trial and Match—
September 8-10: Flowing 
Lake County Park. Contact 
Janet Boyd-Kristensen at 
jbkpwd@hotmail.com for 
more information. 

Holiday Party and Gen-
eral Membership Meet-

Agility Fun Day—
Saturday June 17: Contact 
Jan Curry at sundownran-
chor@aol.com for more 
information. 

Supported Entry—August 
19-20: In conjunction with 
Olympic Kennel Club dog 
show. Contact Angela 
Harding at rain-
citypwd@msn.com for 
more information. 

Club Picnic and General 

Membership Meeting—
Saturday August 5, 2006: 
Kayak Point Park. Contact 
Janet Lankester at jlanke-
ster@comcast.net for more 
information. 

ing—December (date 
TBD): Contact Cindy 
Thorson at 
c.thorson@verizon.net for 
more information. 

Information can also be 
found on the club website 
as available 

Club Calendar—2006 

Official Publication of the Pacific Northwest Portuguese Water Dog Club 

See you at the next Club event! 

We’re on the web 

www.pwdnw.com or 

www.pwdnw.org 

Editor - Joanne Forsythe 

PO Box 828 

Gig Harbor, WA 98335 

Technical Editors -  

Janet Boyd-Kristensen 

Amanda  Ford 

Apr—Jun 
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deadline 

June 

15th 
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